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The  All-Dominating  Work 


JunIni!'ZT\nT"'''''  °'  '"'  Presbyterian    Church    In    Canada    met    on 
June  9th.  1903,  In  \ancouver  city.  British    Columbia.     A   Boeclal    "A.-ImhiC 

mile,  of  the  Laurentlan  country  north  of  the  Great  Lakes   and  another  X„ 
•and  miles  of  pralr.e  from  Winnipeg    westward,  the  '  Spedar  reiteJ  o„  Sat' 
urday   and    Sabbath.    6th    and    7th.   at  BanfT-the  StratJpeffer  orCana3a-i; 
the  heart  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.    Thence    over     the     mighty    crest    o,Th" 

^Is'e'r'canvt:*".^''"''"^'  *'^  ^"^''"•^"''"^    ^"^"•''»'    "^    ^-n    the    sta  t„ng 

Tay    reacSL  vf      ""  ""''  "'  ^'""'^  *'"""'•"*  passengers  slowly  wenSed  Tt^ 
way.  reaching  Vancouver  at  1   p.  m..  June  9th. 

In  the  evening  St.  Andrew's  church  was  filled  to  overflowing  for  fh« 
their  Place,  on  the  platform,  the  retiring  moderator.  Rev.  Dr.  Bry^.  of  S^n? 
doth^ulld  up  Jerusalem;   He  gathereth  together  the  outcasts  of  Israel."  (Pa 

worlT'.nT'*'''  *'l'"^'"''  "''  ^''^  ^*""  »'  Jerusalem,  said:  "I  am  doing  a  great 
work,  so  I  cannot  come  down."    (Neh   6-  3 ) 

RoyarPs'almTs't*^s?„i?n  "f  '•*"  r"**"*  "*'"*''■  ^P"^'*"*  Powerfully  alike  to  the 
W^  propS^  rorets  *and  r""^""^'  «<"■--.  »<>  the  Evangelical  prophet  In 
^emlah  ««  th»?  'J^  *"  *•**  ""happy  exiles.  Including  the  .ealous  Ne- 
m^  ""    "^^"^  ^"^    *•'*  '''^*"  "^  ^""y'""  «"•  «n  the  far-off  land     of 

Clal^Ja'^rSl^'wor,/*'''**"'  "^^  °"  '^^  *^^  "^'""y  Benedictine.  Bernard  of 
Sew  all  iiirn/ml'"  '^T  f  "^'""'"  *"  ^"^""•*»  J""'  *""*  *"«  Apocalyptic  seer. 
th!^«t  T  *,  '^  centuries  apart,  as  they  gazed  Into  the  Invisible,  seeing 
the  new  Jerusalem  the  Holy  City!  '•>'""=,  neemg 

the  I^L^^ZJIT.  '^^,  ^"t"*™'*  *'^'''^^"  '^^  •^''"••°"»  '^"y  »'  the  future  and 

fh^  b?T  t„s  tn^  ''L,  "  *''*  ""*  **'  '""^  '=°'*''"««*  *"  C«»*»«  "°tll  Its  over- 
inrow  by  Titus,  suffered  seventeen  sieges. 

fr^e„^^lf*"*^^.!;^  *"**  '»l«'«'-tunes  of  Jerusalem  spoke     more  strongly  to  it. 

fhe  tt Jo^.v,  V''™  *'  '""'^  '^''""*  ^"'"'  *»««""'"'  '<»•  ""uatlon  as  It  wak 
the  type  of  the  Heavenly  City. 

And  the  church  of  God  on  earth  Is  faithfully  represented  by  Jerusalem 
i»hertravalL     The  gospel  of  God  is  remedial.     Christ  the  head  of  the  Th^ 


cam*  tr  ntk  and  to  Mve  th«  lost.  The  churchi  mlwlon  U  to  brinv  th«  maiMl 
to  a  world  lunk  In  aln  and  mliery. 

hr.Ji!!!"/*'.^"'!!'  V  **"  '"*•'•  "'  '^'**"'  *»  "'*•'•  "P  ""*  Neh«mlah  tha 
breache.  In  tha  broken  down  wall,  of  Jeru.aleni.  to  .peak  comfortably  to  her. 
and  to  cather  to  her  the  outca.ta  of  I.rael.  I.  the  great  ta.k  In  which  the  Lord 
Sh?r  u'f^  ■?,  ."  T"""/*  Nehemlah  and  all  other  faithful  muI.  are  employed. 
J«mJ.!J  *»>-domlnatln»  work  of  pa.tor  and  people,  of  minl.ter.  elder,  and 
communicant,  of  every  one  who  love.  Chrl.t. 

Tha  Work   Is   Imparieua. 
the  JrpLnriL"*^  cannot  come  down.     A.  a  true  builder  he  I.  Imprced  with 

IXr^hS'JT'/T.".':'':'^"'-  O«><»-'"«»"0'''-  aod-.upported.  and  God-ln- 
thl  tJ.,7  J^l  "»  "I'  '"""*  °'^  *'**'"■  '"  ^  "•  ^hen  thi.  I.  the  oa.e  then 
tSe  i^cJ/  /*  i:'"  ^  '"  ■y'"P«thy  with  one  another;  when  Ood  provide! 
h^^mvlt?t\Tll"  ''«"!"  '"""'  '"*  ^''"=  "»'"'  ""^  ""P"""  »"«  -op-tone 
declari  f^JL'  T^^*"  °'*''  ""''*  *  '"*"*»•  «"  «""'««■'  »«  '"e  people  W^  will 
Jorth  H 1.  rJin  r  "•  :""  '^"»"»"'«"'  *•*»«  adaptation:  when  Ood  .tretche. 
[hemSl  *""*''* ''"'""'"•''"    ^^'"  '"''  '""•'  "P«"  them  and  Either 

Je.uf"chr1rhT.*Ol'  ''"'■'i  ^  •ucce..ful?  Only  a.  the  worker  learn,  from 
work  Oh  L  •  ,?»  f  »"*»  ,***-'«"••  »"•  *ay  '"  Which  He  did  HI.  Father'. 
Oh  HI.  ma  Jhif^  'Pawlonate  heart  of  Chrl.t!  Oh.  HI.  Infinite  nearne..  to  u.I 
SretSen^^^  on  -orrow  In  bearing  our  .In.!  Oh.  HI.  onene..  with  u.  aa  hi. 
work.  TT  ^-'^o'-''*'-"'  '»  8f>vlng  u.  the  heart,  and  mind,  and  .oul  to  do  HI. 
Ch^?.;-.Serw%X\rbi,^"'  HOW  .trenuou.  the  ChrLt-bought  a^n'J 
Our  great  ta.k  mu.t  be  to  lead  men  to  hear  the  go.oel     The  >n.fu.i  w  ♦!,- 

mer/  ''TS'e"."l"';*ri  ""'^  "  '^  "^  ^  "-^'"^  ^  '^ '»  'fS  "ac'; 
meny  There  1.  no  cabaltetlc,  no  me.merlc  power  In  the  aoaoel  Tt  nnn-.i. 
to  man'.  Intelligence.     If  you  cannot  lntere.t  men  you  «innotT«ch  theT  A 

we  an^we?  "yJ  i*""^'  ?'  """"*  *"*»  ^*  ^'"  »»«  »»«-««»•"  "ciltur"" 
we  an«fwer.       Ye.,  give  u.  all  the  culture  poulble.     Paul    Luther    Chlu^^L 

i^rs'terburr  "*  ^rtj--'"* «"  *"«  .eho„i,.';twX  ;phy?Thr: 
Sfjrg^t'o^^hf.^ourjfre"..''"'" "  '^'^"'^"  '•*'  ^'^^ — -^''-  ^-^^ 

Should  preaching  be  heavy  or  elaborate-^     ••▼»«  ••  «,..  »•. 
given   "If  H  !■  »!/.♦  o-  —1.        I  "'^  eiaooraie?       Tea.     was  the  answer    once 

Vpo'rranaf '."*"*"'  "^  ^''"  ""'^  '*^-  "^*  -«"">*  "om^ko^.'  "^ 

pel  of  the  Grace  of  Ood."  "^"■^ry.     we  may  not  ao  degrade  the  gov- 

"aood  taste  will  attract  me."  .ay.  the  Ae.thete.    "I  am  alienated  by  the 
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care)«Mi«neH  nnd  the  crudenen  of  the  pulpit,  (lood  taate!  yen,  by  at]  meani 
Uiten  to  the  voire  of  taftte.  Correct  lannuugp,  well  oomponea  McrinoM.  well 
developed  thought,  are  all  too  rare,  and  are  very  admirable.  Taste  ihould 
be  carefully  cultivated.  But  if  It  be  the  good  taste  of  Pop«,  of  the  English 
Deltta,  of  the  faahlonable  set,  who  deaire  only  rounded  period*,  no  appeals  to 
feeling,  religion  without  excltcnent,  reputable  common-placei  with  no  deallns 
with  religious  states,  we  sa:  N  >!  Where  there  la  the  spirit's  work  there  will 
be  passion,  feeling,  aspiration,  •  rneatneas.  Surely  all  ahould  be  done  'decenMy 
and  In  order,'  but  If  It  be  a  c  for  reapectable,  formal  Inanities,  for  speaking 
of  smooth  things,  we  must  refuse  the  Sunballat  Invitation." 

Kxplieit,  But  Net  Disputatious. 

Again  the  man  who  la  atrenuoun  in  the  K08p«>i  aenae  has  aom^thlng  to  say 
and  do.  Neheminh  knew  what  he  had  to  do.  Men  might  call  him  narrow 
minded,  a  sealot,  but  he  had  one  object  before  him,  and  toward  this  he  con- 
stantly moved.  Luther  was  more  succeaaful  thnn  Erasmus  because  he  saw 
the  path  and  followed  It,  when  It  waa  haay  and  uncertain  to  hia  friend.  And 
In  dolnh  the  All-Dominating  work  the  man  muat  have  a  goapel  of  reality,  of 
aaaertlon,  of  confidence.  Spiritual  life  cannot  aubaiat  on  negatives.  What 
makea  the  Shorter  Catechiam  ao  admlrublr"  It  is  abort,  but  marvelloua.  It  la 
powerful  becauae  It  la  poaitlve.  Direct  atatementa  about  God.  Chrlat,  Justlfl- 
«atlon  by  Faith,  Repentance,  Eter-  I  life,  and  many  other  important  points 
All  up  this  valuable  compendium.  The  preacher  muat  have  faith  in  hia  mea- 
sage,  elae  he  ahould  never  All  the  aacred  ofTlce. 

But  may  thia  be  a  parrot-like  repetition  of  aound  truth?  Certainly  not. 
Variety,  freahneaa,  are  the  only  foundation  of  a  long  and  eflTlclent  pastorate. 
"To  this  end,"  aay*  the  man  of  Intellecti  a<  keenneaa  and  of  ardent  temper, 
"give  ua  the  hiatory  of  doctrine,  and  the  apologetic  of  religion."  Our  anawer 
la,  No!  We  have  to  preach  the  goapel.  Every  poaltive  atatement  In  our  sUn- 
dards  may  bear  the  trace  upon  It  of  the  flght  against  hereay,  but  It  Is  not  an 
answer  to  heresy.  It  gives  the  deHnlte,  poaitlve  atatement  on  the  aubject.  The 
merely  apologetic  preacher  will  not  win  aoula  to  Chrlat  by  hia  method.  I  once 
heard  at  one  of  Moody's  meetinga  In  Edinburgh,  a  prominent  lawyer  aay  that 
he  had  formerly  been  an  unbeliever,  and  had  read  widely  on  Apologetic  litera- 
ture all  to  no  purpose.  He  heard  the  simple  goapel  preached  by  Moody,  be- 
lieved In  It,  and  hia  doubta  vaniahed.  Tea,  brethren,  we  are  bound  to  preach  a 
poaltive.  but  not  dlaputatlous  goapel.  The  presentation  of  the  burning  love  of 
Chrlat,  with  Its  ki-.leldoacople  vlewa  In  prophecy,  biography,  eastern  cuatoma, 
proverbial  wladom,  Pauline  discuaaion,  but  eapecially  in  the  pictures  of  the  four 
gospels,  will  be  a  perennial  spring  of  interest  and  converting  power  to  the  stu- 
dious preacher. 

"But,"  says  many  an  earnest  pastor,  "Heresy  is  rife.  Other  denomlna- 
tiona  are  aggreasive.  They  undermine  the  faith  of  the  unlnatructed  young 
people.  I'll  give  a  series  of  sermons  on  the  divine  character  of  Presbytery 
and  the  vanity  of  sacerdotalism,  or  a  blast  against  the  Armlniana,  r;  enter  on 
a  platform — controversy  on  baptism,  or  make  a  denu.iclatlon  of  Christian 
Science."  Brother,  I  entirely  dissent  from  any  of  these  plans,  In  the  church, 
the  Bible  class,  or  the  Sunday  school.  Such  steps  sow  the  seeds  of  bitterness,' 
are  usually  ineffective,  and  being  baaed  on  a  fallacy  are  unnecessary.  I  cannot 
remember  to  have  preached  a  aectarlan  sermon  during  a  minlatry  of  thirty- 
two  yt  ra.  I  have  never  found  time.  We  cannot  come  down.  St.  Paul 
apeaks  of  insidious  heresies  of  the  last  times.  He  does  not  say,  "be  the  In- 
iiulsltor,  the  controversialist,  the  platform  protagonist,"  but  advises,  "continue 
thou  In  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto  salvation 


throu«h  faith  whUh  U  In  Chrliit  J^nu»-     Nehemluh  ,n  i  „   . 

b.n.1  «nu  Tobluh  to  ,  rgue  with  Ih.m.         •^•^''*^'"'"*'  "'«'  "«'  «o  <Jo«  i  to  g«„. 
Hut  In  this  (|UMt  for  varU  ty.  for  Interfut    »h„  .h^  >     .     . 

bookUh  ,.r,ucher  may  b.  h-u  to  brlnK  In  o  .h;.  1,,  1.  .'  I.  '""''"'"'  "'  "»• 
dl.MUl.ltlon««.  to  the  .our...  „f  H.  rIptZ  ,  ..  „ri  !  "•'-""°""  "'  ''••'"•^'•m. 
onic  h..tory  or  the  Hlb.e.  U  ,h..  .  .a M  "r  tu  ;  T  .  uS!.'  "l;"!'  '^.*""'"^- 
»■  K  churih  believe  In  full  Inve.tlMtlon  \v  h  *"'""'''*  ""r.-ly  it  la.  We 
no  clande.tlne  .onHave..  >r  van  e^ery-tur:. ""'''"*  '°  "'"•'•  '^^•*  ''*^'« 
Biblical  literature.  ,  may  .„y.  ul  "  ZtVZZll^'''"'  "'"'•"'"I  '" 
irltlcinn  movement  of  the  lu.t  twenty-,  vylrHh,.  ?  .  ""T""*"'  """"• 
...InUea  u.  that  the  Bible  1.  not  a  mer;..,.  1. Jan,  "a^* nr.  T  "'::  .  "  """  '- 
.learly  the  human  element  In  the  I.lble.  but  haT  n  ^r  h;"^  '  """  "••"""  "' 
to  face,  In  niimberl..«,  ra«e«.  with  th.-  iM  ..  n-  ,h  f  ^  '  '""'""  ""  '"'- 
tlon  Of  the  fact.,  and  It  ha.  .lone  aw'V  w  *,;:.:  J?,  r;'ll"!''''*  •""•""""■ 
hold  the  truth  n.  .U.^mn.  an.l  without  InvrL  ^  vn  .T  .*  ""  """*""•" 
thl.  line  Of  investigation  I.  for  the  ••..II.U    not  f^r    h:  f  '"  "   ""'"•   •*"' 

for  the  pulpit.  It  1..  after  all.  the  m "re  hu.k  o  ,  ^  h  "vh  '"  ""  "'""»■  ""' 
pulpit  and  the  Sunday  .rhool  .la..  |»  th"  kernol  ,h  \  .V  ""  ""•"'  '"  ""^ 
Je.u..  That  only  can  -ave  the  .oul  Fooli.h  1  .  ,  ""•  ""  "  '*  '"  *'»"•'« 
to  avoid,  .mce  they  gender  Mrlf;:ld  a.:o^^r"T  ."rK*":;'.;;:':''"""  ""V 

Knir  "'^ "  ^ '-'  ^'  '^""'"  --'"  ---"'-i^^  nuoMioii'^v^n-rtLrrr^ 

Not  Marc   Worldly   Atplratieni. 

.y  a.'p:riuo;.:^%rou^°':LVh"a";7:' """  ^■^"""'  ^-'^^  •'"^^" '» --« --'-■ 

Urge  share  of  »h     „     i.,.  ^   '"  ""•■  ^""'"■''KatlonH  ther.-  I.  no  doubt  a 

feel  the  «en.e  of  ^inr.     .^  conceded.     In  th...  brothron.  thore  I.  a  .nare.     To 

ChrUtlan      The  unrn  .        '^  '*  '"^  """""  »'  '''^  --ole.!..,,..  „nd  not     of     the 

Of  relSn      Mo.e.  L„.^' .'"'  J°  "'k""''  "*^"'''  ""  '-"""'"tency  ,„  thl,  kind 

trea.url     Of     ETypt        The  .T*."  h''""'''   ''^   '""'"''''''  "'  ^»'^'»'     -""l     '"e 
thl.  reproach        H.fmnw  *  hrl.tlan       mu.t     In     .ome       true     .en.e     feel 

traVj„l«erore^deT      ^hT'.     "'     ""     "'"^''     ^"P*'^'""'^     «>'     '"e     Chrl.- 
that  ^  PeLr  Javl  the  ""  "  '"  '°  ""■  '"*'"°'"''  """  '"«^'^"  »'  '"e  church 

wa.  to  th!  AnTn      ^  "'^  "*"  '°  """  "'  *•*"'"«  """*  °ver  God",  heritage.     It 
ThL^K        ^•^■"**'  ^""J  ^^•*'  ^'"'m  to  be  their  *licce..or..  that     It     wa.     «ild 

III  amo'ngTou"'  Te^TZ'':VT''r  ^"'"'"*°"  ^"^  -thorlty/'Mt  ,h„.l  noi 
a^d  couMnot  c^™.    Nehemlah  had  the  high  dream  of  a  perfected  Jeru^lem. 

Nor    hr«  h  u     r  '*''^"  *"  '■°"'"'^*'"  Sanballaf.  worldly  proposition.. 

leglt^«;e^  •  "'°"'''   '*'"  •"'""""•■  •'"^"•f^  »'""''«'"  ^vlth  doing  thing,  not 

n  th^r  t.ar.r""'*"*'  '''''''  ""  °'"'^"-     ^°""^  "^^  """"^^  »"  '^at  .hou Id  be  done 

L^Z  Which  .tlnd^'f  "'"if  T  "''''"'•^  '•'^  '''^^'='"'"^-  O"  ^  memorabi: 
o^  .^    ^"i  ^  ,  "  '"'■  *"  "'"*'•   ^"^  '"'^'^-e  apostles  called   the  multitude 

worl'  f  o  ^  *'  *°*"'''"'"  ^"•^  ''"'<^'  ""  "■  "°'  --^"O"  that  we  .hould  Teave  the 
dian  Church  tot 'rtn'""?"  '''''''''''•  °"«  '^'^^^  -"  ^  -  «n  our  C^nj! 
oreacMnJ  M  '^  ".  '^^'  °"*"  **'^  """"•»^'-  "«■'  ""^  "^  "Igh  enough  Ideal  of 
reade?7,etuL°'"'^  r'.T'''^''""'^  '"  "'"  *■""''•*'•  ^^-^^  '«  '"e  sjorts.  I.  a 
Of  h?.  H        .  ^  up  entertainment.,  with  a  perfectly  good  motive  .pend.  much   • 

lltnlunl    f ''''"^"-  '■""""Itlng  with  people  In  distressed  circumstance.,  finding 

n  order  o  do  thU  ^T'VT  "''"'"'^  '^"^"  ""  """^  '^^-^  ^-P'^'  »»"'  «"«« 
n  order  to  do  this  he  ha.  to  leave  the  Word  of  God.     There  ought  to  be  a  div 

Ttal  r/th'^'^'T..  °''^''  ''''•'^"^"  ^•°^'*^-  "''-'^  take  morf  re  "ponslblfl ty 
hlmie  f  *''t^P°«'°"'=  "'°<^^''  «"<i  '«  «o  arranged  that  the  minister  may  devote 
hlm.elf  to     prayer  and  the  ministry  of  the  Word."     I  am  old  fashioned  enough 


r 

i 

1 


to  think  that  iioini-  of  our  mo,l..rn  m-thoda  ar»  nrlth-r  «<rl,,turiil.  npoMollcal 
tn«n  In  that  of  thv  minister. 

Thia  It  a  Orcal  Work. 

I     .  J",""'.'  "^l"  "*""■'"  '"  ''""'""«  "P  «hP  wall*  of  JeruMUm  In  vreat  work.     It 

In  -.„!:f  ^  ,  '?  '^"''""'  ""'•  "•-  *•""'"""  •'•>"'•  *■"'•  ^'"•»'  '"  honorabi, 
ana  .lorlou..       It  l«  of  th«  Lor.r.  Innnite  merry  that  He  allow,  any  of  u«  un- 

1^  LV.J1I'  ""•  '°  ""u  "'"'  '*'"''  *•""-*•-•  'or  h'm.  Hl«  mo,t  efflrlent  and 
Z^mi^tJ  ;*7*'«»-  •"»>•*  'ver  felt  thi..  There  are  many  brnnrhe.  or  a- 
«™  .^     ""■'■•'•   *""   '•"•''  "'■*'  -^"""y  honorable,   for  all   the   I>,rd'. 

«I^  n  I'  T  °"  *"'  """*  '"""*'  '"  '"'""'•  ''*"•  o«-dolne,l  ml..lonnry  and  the 
If^rlTl  '■'iiL"""'"'-  "■••  •"'"«'  '"  «»"•  '-"rd  ,.  .Ight.  The  village  pa.tor.  pa- 
.ln»  rich  on  «*)  a  year,  and  the  worl.I-renownod  foreign  ml«.lonnry  are  oo- 
laborer.,  ea.h  retelvInK  hi.  penny  fro,,,  hl«  M.i.ter.  I  have  heard  In  the  Oen- 
wrl-"TlI  '^  ""  "nt"he.l.  made  bet  ween  the  pa.tor  and  profe..or.  Thl.  I. 
ir*;  .1  "  Y.^  ""  """''•"'•  "^^  """"  '•■"'""'  •"''  '"  'he  foot.  I  have  no 
nf-tl  '.  „  r"  ,."7  ""I  ""*  ""'"*'  '^''•"-  "'•'P'  •»"-•  '"at  when  we  make  our 

ill,  ^^  Th^T"  '^'•'  ""*"'"''•  •""  '''*^"  ""»y  "-^y  •<""*  <l«y  "The  nr.t  .hall  be 
laat.  and  the  la.t  .hall  be  flr.t." 

work'^'Th'T  ""^  '?'^'"''"-  """  '"'''■  """  "  '"•  ""P^"'-'''*-  their  own  great 
fleld  thl  mlX"r  ";'"""'"'•>'  '""'P'^ln-  that  he  ha.  only  thirty  fnmllle.  ,«  M. 
fleld.  the  mlnl.ter  of  the  .upplemented  charge  with  hi.  forty  fnmllle..  that  he 

^«M  T  .  *■"?"*"  '"  "'°'  '"••  "^""^  P'*""''  ^"h  titty  famine,  .ay.  he  ha. 
no  room  for  development-and  all  the.e  are  re«le..  and  unhappy  In  their  work 

^arnal^'*:  "  "'  T'*"""  ""■""•  "^•"•"•'"-  ""'  •""■•"  '"  --'  "'""trou!! 
th«  w«r  ,«  J"?  u°  *"*"  """"  ""'"'"""'  "*■""  ""•""  ""t  like  hi.  work.  But 
ilorr«f  ,H  M  J'."?  ^".r'^"*'-  '""'  »">'  ""•'  "'  'he.e  .phere.  1,  worthy  of  the 
effort  of  he  hlghe.  Intellect  within  our  border..  To  be  a  father  to  hi.  people 
to  .tudy  the  ca«e  of  every  family  and  Individual,  to  mould  the  live,  of  the  chll- 
T2.nl  7  Tr.""'  i"  'r'  '"*'  "•"Ton-'h'l'ty  Of  .tandlng  at  the  bar  of  God 
to  an.wer  for  the  two  hundred  men.  women  and  children  of  a  charge  I.  a 
weight  too  heavy  for  any  one  of  u..  were  not  the  Lord.  too.  building  up  our 

hu't^^n  me.  K  ""  °'  *':•'  r'r  "'  ""^  ••"'"'*"  -""'^  "»-  «'-«^»t  the  value  of  a 
hunmn  life!     How  great  the  Lord*,  work  la! 

And  If  the  work  of  one  congregation  la  .o  good,  how  vaatly  great  the  In- 
ln7the""4^TMi;;)n  'J"'""  ''T  '•°"'"»""-"'--  o'  118114  O.K>,)  famllli 

'r  J  !  tlT      *.°  "**  ^^'■•"'''  "'"'  '"  ""'•  """"o""  '»  China.  Japan.  India 
"he  Weat  Indlea,  and  the  South  Sea..  ' 

How  conalderable  1.  our  equipment  at  the  preaent  time!  God  haa  given 
our  people  meana;  He  1.  auggeating  to  the  heart,  of  aultable  young  men  iJour 
moat  godly  homea.  to  enter  on  the  work  of  the  mlnlatry;  He  ha.  putTt  In  to  the 

ive  coner''  "»'"'^Vk  '"""''  *""  """'''  '"  ^"^  '^'^'''  centre,  of  popu  at  on 
five  collegea    manned  by  men  of  learning  and  aplrltual  power;  He  haV  In.n Ir^ 

aelviirS  llT^tl^'  "'°''  '''""""°"  '"  ''^""•^  '^"•^'°"-  ordinance,  for  !hl^ 
selvea  and  their  children,  and  to  deny  themaelvea  and  make  aacrlflcea  to  ohtnTn 
theae  privilege.;  He  haa  given  ua  a  power  of  executive  In  ouTp7eaby'e  fan 
Church  which  enable,  the  atrong  to  help  the  weak;  He  la  awakenln?  In  I?." 
boaom.  a  atrong  mlaalonary  zeal  to  aeek  the  Kodle.a,  the  IndWeren  the  for 
elgner.  and  the  outcast,  and  to  gather  them  Into  Zlon.  """"^'^«"'»-   »»»e  for- 

Our   Graat   Opportunity. 

Think  Of  the  great  opportunity  the  Lord  haa  given  ua  In  the  generation 


iince  the  Confederation  era.  when  Canada,  from  being  a  line  of  helplesa  pro- 
vinces became  a  united  people,  with  a  continental  outlook.  Then  she  saw  the 
vision  of  a  nation  rising  before  her.  Then  she  saw  before  her  eyes  a  vast  ex- 
tent  of  country,  of  great  resources,  given  her  to  people  and  build  up  In  social 
and  political  Institutions  worthy  of  her  lineage  and  position  and  creed.  Then 
she  first  realised  the  possibility  of  taking  her  place  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  Canada  Is,  to  all  Intents  and  purposes,  a  nation— one  of  the  nations  of 
the  British  Empire  to-day. 

But  this  God-given  opportunity  brings  with  It  a  heavy  responsibility  The 
ascending  Lord  said,  "Go  ye  Into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature."  He  would  gather  the  outcasts  of  his  own  people  and  of  the  heathen 
Into  Zlon.  Bands  of  strangers  In  our  centres  of  population — Chinese,  Jews 
Italians,  and  others  In  our  land  who  are  Ignorant  and  superstitious,  need  our 
help.  We  meet  them  every  day.  No  doubt  many  of  them  are  sadly  saying 
to  themselves,  "There  Is  no  man  to  care  for  my  soul."  Are  we  stretching  forth 
our  hands  strenuously  In  response  to  his  call?  Not  to  obey  His  command  la 
to  despise  Him. 

Besides,  we  have  broken  places  In  the  walls  of  our  Jerusalem  Places 
not  thriving,  congregations  here  and  there  discouraged,  ministers  unhappy 
Are  we  building  up  these  waste  places?  Cannot  we  devise  better  things'  Per- 
haps by  mutual  exchange  of  pastors  our  Presbyteries  might  give  new  life  to 
men  and  congregations.  It  Is  not  always  more  moneyed  aid  that  Is  needed.  It 
Is  sometimes  Inspiration.     Let  us  encourage  our  brethren. 

Then  the  care  of  our  aged  ministers,  our  pioneers,  and  the  widows  ot  those 
who,  after  rendering  valiant  service,  have  gone  to  their  reward,  presses  upon 
UB.  We  have  a  call  to  speak  comfortably  to  Jerusalem.  I  trust  we  shall  be 
able  to  give  these  deserving  ones  a  comfortable  allowance.  Few  things  are 
more  needed  for  strengthening  the  walls  of  Zlon  than  a  plan  which  will  allow 
our  honored,  but  Infirm  or  exhausted  ministers,  to  leave  the  field  to  others. 

But,  brethren,  the  great  pressing  problem  of  our  church,  along  with  mis- 
sions for  the  heathen,  and  colleges  to  provide  men  for  all  departments,  is 

Ths  Wast. 

No  church  in  the  world,  at  any  rate  of  our  size,  has  such  a  field  calling 
upon  it.  Since  1871  the  nine  preaching  places  west  of  Lake  Superior  have  be- 
come some  fourteen  hundred.  I  have  assurance  from  a  government  official 
that  three  weeks  ago  75.000  immigrants  had  this  season  entered  the  west,  and 
competent  authorities  count  on  120,000  this  year.  Think  what  this  means' 
What  an  opportunity!  Are  we  equal  to  it?  Are  we  to  retain  our  Canadian 
Sabbath?  Can  we  hold  our  Canadian  customs  and  Ideals?  Shall  we  main- 
tain our  boasted  regard  for  law  and  order?  Will  the  gospel  reach  the  corners 
of  our  land? 

Two  Instruments  are  in  our  hands — the  public  school  and  the  church.  The 
fields  are  white  for  the  harvest! 

O  Lord,  give  us  twice  as  many  students  in  our  colleges!  O  Lord,  keep  us 
from  following  trifles!  O  Lord,  preserve  us  from  lives  of  ease  and  indifference! 
O  Lord,  show  us  Thy  way!  O  Lord,  give  each  of  us  the  willingness  to  go  where 
he  is  needed — to  say 


"And  I? 

Is  there  some  de«ert  or  some  pathless  sea 

Where  Thou,  good  God  of  angels,  wilt  send  me? 


Some  oak  for  me  to  rend;  aome  aod, 
Some  rock  for  me  to  break; 
Some  handful  of  his  corn  to  take 
And  scatter  far  afleld, 
'Till  It  In  turn  shall  yield 
Its  hundredfold 
Of  grain  of  gold 

To  feed  the  waiting  children  of  my  God? 
Show  me  the  desert,  Father,  or  the  sea, 
Is  It  Thine  enterprise?    Great  God,  send  me. 
And  though  this  body  lie  where  ocean  rolls, 
Count  me  among  all  Faithful  Soulp." 


